[Physiology and pathophysiology of bile secretion].
After introductory anatomical considerations a survey is given of the composition of bile and the physiology of bile secretion. According to the modern conception the bile acids give the osmotic power for the excretion of water and electrolytes. Apart from this, a bile fraction, which is also secreted by the liver cells into the canaliculi, is present, and in the biliary ducts a further volume fraction independent of bile acid is added, the secretion of which is determined by gastrointestinal hormones. Processes of reabsorption play a role particularly in the gallbladder. By formation of micelles the bile salts render the excretion of cholesterol possible. A normal bile secretion is necessary for the normal emulgation, digestion and absorption of the fats.